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| I SAM. viii. 9. b | 
Now therefore, hearken unto their Voice: Howbeit, 
yet proteſt ſolemnly unto them, and ſbe them the 
manner of the King that ſhall Reign over them. 


T is my Deſign to take occaſion from theſe Words, 
1 I. To lay before you the Hiſtory recorded in this 
Chapter. SEL 4 JG Bt 
II. To apply it to our ſelves, and this whole Kingdom, 
by ſome proper and uſefal Obſervations... Wt 
I. I beg leave to lay before you the Hiſtory recorded in 
this Chapter: And this will be compriſed under the Four 
following Remarks. 1. We find the Jraelites, after all 
the Miracles wrought by Providence in their behalf, ſo 
little ſenſible of the Difference between Slavery and Li- 
berty, as to betray the greateſt Uneaſineſs under a Go- 
vernment in which God himſelf preſided, and on all Oc- 
caſions ſhew'd himſelf in a peculiar manner their King, 
The Pretence indeed was taken from the Wickedneſs of 
the Sons of Samuel, who took Bribes, and perverted fudg- 
ment, v. 3, 4, 5. but it is manifeſt that their chief De- 
ſign was not to rectify this; but to inttoduce the Scheme 
ſome amongſt them had laid, and to indulge their own 
fooliſh and weak Deſire of being rul'd after the manner 
of their Neighbours. For 2. Inſtead, of defiring a Re- 
dreſs of their Grievances, or leaving it to the Wiſdom 
of Almighty God to preſcribe a Remedy, they come to 


his Prophet peremptorily demanding @ King to judge them 


like all the Nations round about, ver. 5. that is, as ap- 
pears afterwards, an Abſolute Monarch Governing by his 
ſingle Will, without the Reſtraint of any Coordinate Le- 
giſlative Powers. The Prophet in great uneaſineſs applies 


himſelf ro God. Upon this Occaſion therefore we have 


the Juſteſt Reaſon to expect to know the Thoughts of 
Almighty God concerning Abſolute Monarchy ; whether 
thoſe other Nations were Subjected to it by its Original 
and immediate Appointment ; whether the Lineal Suc- 

| A 2 | ceſſion 


(4) 
ceſſion of Males ought inviolably to be preſerv'd, upon pain | 1 


of incurring his Diſpleaſure; whether he created thouſands 
of Men to be Slaves for the ſake of the outward Grandeur of 
One, as Weak and as Mortal as themſelves ; whether this 
Form of Government be the greateſt Security to the Liberty 
and Happineſs of Subjects; and the like Opinions and No- 
tions embrac'd by ſome Perſons, ſince that time. Now up- 
on enquiry, we find, 3. That Almighty God is fo far from 
applauding this Form of Government as the Beſt, or as 
his own Inſtitution, that he gives by his Prophet a very ſad 
and lamentable Account of the Miſeries and Unhappineſles 
peculiarly belonging to it, and conſequent upon the Eſta- 
bliſhment of it : Such an Account as mult be a Demonſtration 
to all, who have not the moſt unworthy Notions of Almrghty 
God, that he could have no Original Deſign of appointing 
ſuch a Form of Government, ſacredly and inviolably to be 
kept up in any Nation; much leſs, in all the Nations of the 
World. This Account is ſet before the Hraelites from the 
10th verſe to the 19th. in which the Prophet doth not in- 
tend to inſinuate that every particular Abſolute Monarch 
will uſe his power after ſo very ill a manner as is there deſ- 
crib'd ; but to paint before their Eyes ſome of the many ſore 
Calamities, which are too probable Conſequences upon the 


Eſtabliſhment of Abſolute Monarchy in any Nation: And 


theſe may be all ſumm'd up in one Comprehenſive Word, 


and that is Slavery. A State oppoſite to Liberty, and void | 


of Property: In the Deſcription of which Subjects are here 
repreſented as Slaves in their perſons; and their Children, 
their poſſeſſions, and the labour of their hands, forced from 
them, uſurped and converted to the private uſe of their Mo- 
narch. This is ft before the Hraelites as the Condition of 


Subjects under that ſort of Government which they were now 


defirous of, in order to deter rhem from ſo fooliſh a thought. 
But the people ſtill perſiſting, notwithſtanding ſo plain a Re- 
1 Almighty God, as a puniſhment for their Fol- 
y, and former Ingratitude under the beſt of Governments, 
grants their repeated Deſire, and reſolves to eſtabliſh the Go- 
vernment amongſt them, which they ſo much admir'd a- 
mongſt their Neighbours, v. 22. But 


; 


But then in doing this, it is very remarkable in the follow- 
ing Hiſtory, that he doth not recur to the patriarchal Scheme 
ſo celebrated of later Years ; that he doth not point out to 
them (which he could moſt eaſily have done) the Eldeſt 
Son of the Eldeft Houſe amongſt them, and command them 
to keep inviolably to the Male Line, in a regular Deſcent ; 
but that without mentioning any thing of this, he chuſeth 
Saul, in his Father's Life time; after him David, the youn- 
geſt of many Brethren; after him Solomon, and his poſterity; 
ſo that in this Kingdom, eſtabliſhed by God himſelf, it was fo 
ordered, that there never was one King lineally deſcended of 
that Branch, which alone could lay claim to pre-eminence 
and Government by Right of Primo-geniture. It is a very 


unlikely matter therefore that the Jews could have any 


„* 
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ſtrong Impreſſions concerning this unalienable, unalterable 

Right, which they ſaw ſuperceded for ever by God himſelf, 
without any notice taken of it; and much more ſo to be ſure 

that the Heathen Nations ſhould have any ſuch Notion, who 

had ſo much leſs Light concerning the Will of God, But to 

let this paſs, it is certainly very well worth our obſerving, 
that in this part of Sacred Hiſtory, and upon an occaſion 

(the only occaſion, I may fay, ) given to Almighty 

God by Mankind to declare his Mind plainly- concern- 

ing the Inſtitution of Abſolute Monarchy ; and the uſe- 

fulneſs of it to Human Society, and the unalienable Bight 
of Primo-geniture, we meet with nothing but what tends to 
depreſs it lower than any other Human Form; and to induce 
us to think that it is no part of God's Inſtitution, that the 
Lives and Fortunes of the inferior part of Mankind, mult be 
ſacrificed, at all Adventures, to the imagin'd Right of Firſt- 
born Males. This I could not help taking notice of, whilſt 
the Repreſentation of this Hiſtory, which I have made is freſh 
in your Minds. But now I proceed, as I propos d in the ſe- 
cond place, 

II. To apply it to our ſelves, and this whole Kingdom, 
by ſome proper and uſeful Obſervations. And theſe ſhall be 
ſuch as are ſuitable, firſt tothe happy Eſtabliſhment which we 
live under; and ſecondly ta the unhappy Notions of ſome 
amongſt us, A 3 Firſt, 


. 


(6) | 

Firſt, The happy Eſtate of this Iſland, under the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment, offers it ſelf to our Conſideration, and 
deſer ves in a particular manner to be review'd and valued by 
us. In our Government indeed we do not come up to that 
happineſs the Jews enjoy'd before they extorted a King from 
Heaven. They were govern'd in an extraordinary any parti- 
cular manner, by God himſelf : And to be govern'd by God, 
is to be govern'd by a Being void of all Paſſion, and Prejudice, 
and vycakneſeʒby a Being that could not injure them, either out 
of Malice or Ignorance: And if any Grievances were permit- 
ted under his Inſpection, by means of frail Men employed under 
bim, he himſelf was at hand, free of Acceſs, and moſt willing 
and able to tedreis them. To be abſolutely under tne Govern- 
ment of ſuch a Prince, and Lord, implies in it the trueſt Li- 
berty ; becauſe it is exactly what reaſonable, and ſociable 
Creatures ought to wiſh for: And Abſolute Mona chy admi- 
niſtted by ſuch Power and Wiſdom, is the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
unmoveable Security of the happneſs of thoſe who live under 
ir, Bur ſetting aſide this extraordinary Interpoſition of Al- 
v-ighty God, and ſpeaking of Government as in the hands of 
Mortal Men, under his ordinary Providence, we muſt fay, 
that that Form comes the neareſt to his Pattern, and his Will, 
which beſt anſwers the Ends of Government, and ſecures and 
eſtabliſhes moſt effectually the Liberty and Property, the 
quiet and happineſs of the Subject; and that that 15 ar the grea- 
reſt diſtance from him, which is moſt of all others likely to 
introduce thoſe Evils and Miſeries, which it is his Will ſhould 
be prevented by Government. The Deſcription he gives by 
his Prophet of the Evils conſequent upon the Eſtabliſnment of 
abſolute Monarchy in the Hands of weak and frail Men, is as 
contrary to the Government of God, or to the Government 
of good Angels, under his Inſpection, as the greateſt Stavery 
i to the trueſt Liberty. And therefore it is the weakeſt thing 
in the World to argue from Almighty God's abſolute Monar- 
chy, or from imaginary Monarchies amongſt the good An- 
gels, to the neceſſity of the ſame amongſt Mortal Men : for 
tho? they may agree in being Abſolute, yet they may be as 
contradictory as Abſolute Light, and Abſolute * 
ut 


But certainly it is no ſuch * to argue that Form of Go- 
vernment, whatſoever it be, under which the Civil and Re- 
ligious Rights of Subjects are molt likely to be effectually 
preſerv'd, is the Form which bears moſt reſemblance to the 
Example, and moſt Conformity to the Will of God, Had 
it pleas'd Almighty God to have pointed out any particular 
Form, as ol neceſſity ro be ſubmitred to by all Nations, I 
ſhould certainly think that this was the beſt and happieſt that 
could be deviſed for the carrying forward the ends of Human 
Society. But ſince he hath rather ſeen fit to leave Mankind 
in this, as in many other Caſes, to the Dictates of their own 
Reaſon, joyn'd to the preſſure of their own wants, it will be 
proper for us to conſider, in order to judge the better of our 
own Happineſs, the following Particulars, 

I. That the great end of Government is the happineſs of 
the govern'd Society. 

2. That the happineſs of a Govern'd Society conſiſts in 
Enjoymet of Liberty, Property, and the free Exerciſe of Re- 
ligion. And, 

3 How far this happineſs is attained under our preſent 
Eſtabliſhment, | 

I. I ſay, the great end of Government is the happineſs 
of the govern'd Society. Let not any here ſo miſtake me as 
to think I mean by this to exclu%e the happineſs of ſuch as 
undertake, and truly diſcharge the laborious and difficult task 
of Governing: For the happineſs of theſe is never ſo eſtabli- 
ſhed, and fo unmoveably ſecur'd, as by the happineſs of the 
people whom they Govern. But I mean it againſt ſuch as 
ſhew a Willingneſs to diſtinguiſh berween the happinels of 
the one, and of the other; and who argue as if they thought 
Government inſtituted chiefly for the outward Glory and 
Grandeur of ſome particular Mortals, with fo little regard 
to all others of the ſame Fleſh and Blood, as if they had no 
part in human Society, and were made for nothing but to 
gaze, and adore, and ſerve. Upon this Foundation we ſee 
Monarchs have been induc'd to engage in Wars merely for 
their own Glory; and vainly to attempt to encreaſe the num» 
ber of their Slaves, as a pleaſing Sacrifice to their own Vani- 
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ty. Upon this Foundation Monarchs have been encourag'd 
to break through all Laws, Divine and Human; and to ex- 
tirpate, or torment their beſt Subjects, for their own imagi- 
nary Honour. But the great Governour of Heaven and Earth 
knows no ſuch end of their Inſtitution as this; and conſe- 
uently no ſuch Reaſon for the Submiſſion of their Subjects. 
he Degrees of Superiority eſtabliſh'd in the World, either 
by Nature or Cuſtom, are deſign'd for the good of Families 
and Societies : And if any Superiority be ſuppos'd to be eſta- 
bliſh'd immediately by God himſelf, it is ſtill more certain 
that it is not poſſible he ſhould have any other end in view 
but the making Society happier than it would be without it. 
I need not be any longer upon this, becauſe it is ſeldom de- 
ny'd, unleſs it be unwarily, and conſequentially, by Men who 
are reſolv'd at all Adventures, to defend the Cauſe they have 
once eſpouſed. 

2. I come now ſecondly to obſerve that the Happineſs of a 
govern'd Society conſiſts in the enjoyment of Liberty, pro- 
perty, and the free exerciſe of Religion. And under this 
Head there will be little requiſite, unleſs it be to conſider 
what we mean by Liberty and Property. | 

Now when we ſpeak of Liberty in a govery'd Society, this 


we mult underſtand to be ſomething as, really different from 


that Licentiouſneſs which ſuppoſeth no Government, as from 
thut Slavery which ſuppoſeth Tyranny ; and conſequently to 
be a State between Servitude on the one hand, and Lawleſ- 
neſs on the other: a Condition perfectly conſiſtent with the 
good Government ot the Society; and containing in it all 
that Freedom which is truly and reaſonably to be deſu'd by 
any Member of it. On the Conkines of this State, I ſay on 
the one fide ſtands Slavery, which is an abſolute ſubjection 
io. the Will of another not bounded by any wholſom and 
good Laws; which we are aſſur'd by the prophet, is not like- 


iy to conſiſt with the good and happineſs of the govern'd So- 


ciety. On the other hand ſtands Contuſion, or Licentiouſ- 
neſs, withour Law or Government; a State in which every 
Man is his own Judge, and his own Avenger. Between the 
two Extreams ſands that Liberty, which alone ought to be 


valued 5 


(© | 
valued; a Freedom, reſtrain d by beneficial Laws, and living 
and dying together with publick Happineſs. It is neceſſary to 


lay this, becauſe many take delight to miſrepreſent the Caule of 
Liberty, and to mak the World believe that nothing is aim'd at 


by the Advocates for it, but a Licentious State of Anarchy, and 
Lawlefs Confuſion : whereas it is manifeſt that Liberty in a go- 
vern'd Society is ſomething, as different from this, as from the 
other; and that the Friends of . it there by any ſuch) 
may as well repreſent the Patrons of Liberty, as the Patrons ot 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion, becauſe they are in earnelt for the 
reſtraint of Laws and good Government. Now if any one pleaſe 
to ſay, as ſome have done, that this is but the Pretenſe and Sha- 
dow of Liberty, becauſe every Man in this State cannot do juſt 
what He always could wiſh to do; but is in many Actions re- 
ſtrained and curbed; I anſwer, that this will equally prove that 
Obedience to the Laws of God is not Liberty; which it may 
certainly with Juſtice be called, becauſe by Liberty we under- 
ſtand ſomething valuable and deſirable; and his Service is a Free- 
dom from ſuch things, as we ought in reaſon, and true Love io 
our ſelves, to deſire to be free from. So likewile in the Caſe be- 
fore us, the Liberty we ſpeak of is the Liberty of a Society 
reſcud from the Inconveniences, and Evils of Contuſion, and 
Equality: And the Liberty I have deſcribed, is a Freedom only 
from ſuch Evils as it is our intereſt to be free from; not a Free- 


dom from ſuch good Reſtraints as it is reaſonable tor us to with 


and deſires ſociable Creatures ſhould be under: which would be 
a {tate of Miſery, not to be deſired by any reaſonable Crea- 
tures; and ſuch a State, as if we were once reduc'd to it, we 
{ſhould ſtudy, and labour, as foon as poſſible, to change. 

This Account of true Liberty, as it reſpects Humane Socie- 
ty, will lead us to the like Account of Property, conſider'd 
likewiſe with relation to a well govern'd Society; which I 
take to be ſuch a poſſeſſion of what we call our own, as can- 
not be ſhaken by any Humour or Arbitrary Will of One Man, 
or Society of Men; but yet muſt be ſubject to the determina- 
tion of ſuch Laws as are for the common good and intereſt 
of the whole Society. Nor is this Subjection any thing but 


| what is deſirable in Society; becauſe, tho? it be poſſible that 


a particular Member of it may accidentally ſuffer by them, 
yet he might expect to ſuffer much more without them; and 
indeed could have no hopes of the ſecure Poſſeſſion ot any 
thing, any longer than he could defend himſelt by F _ and 

| un- 


| | | lo) 
Cunning. So that Property likewiſe in a' well govern'd Socie- 
ty is ſomething as different from that Nominal Poſſeſſion un- 
der Abſolute 3 which, according to God's own De- 
tcription, conſiſt in the being Tenants at will to one weak, 
and paſſionate Man, and in the Enjoyment of nothing any 
longer than till he comes to imagine it neceſſary to his private 


Pleaſure, or Glory; as it is from that momentary Poſſeſſion 


which belongs to a State in which all are equally without Law 
or Government. It ſtands between the two Extremes, as ſe- 
cure as the Uncertainties of this World permit the Affairs of 
Mortals to be, and guarded, at leaſt in molt inſtances, againſt 


all Atremyts of Mere Violence, and Apparent Fraud, from 


whatſoever Hands the Injury come. I know this Difference 
is ridiculed by ſome; and it is faid that Subjects have Pro- 
perties under the molt Abſolute Monarchs, as well as under 
other fort of Governments. I grant that they may have Pro- 
perties are only during his Pleſure, which is as uncertain as his 
Humour, or his Paſſions; and aredeſcrib'd by Almighty God 
himſel to be fixed on fo precarious a bottom, as that the Sub- 
ject's Poſſcſſion of them is entirely at his _ 

To Liberty, and Property, I added the free Exerciſe of 
Religion as neceſſury to the Happineſs of a govern'd Society; 
becauſe as there is no Tyranny fo odious to God as Tyranny 
over the Conſcience ; fo is there no Slavery ſo uneaſy, and ig- 
nominious, as a forc'd Religion, or a Worſhip impoſed upon 
weak Men by the Fear, or Application of outward Inconve- 
niences : beſides that nothing promotes the floriſhing Condi- 
tion of a Nation more than the Indulgence of this Freedom to 
all whoſe Principles are not manifeſtly inconſiſtent with the 
Publick Safety. And that this Freedom together with the 
Enjoyment of Ciril Liberty, and Property, as before deſcrib'd, 
mut be an invaluable Happineſs to a Nation, needs no Proof, 
unleſs it be to thoſe who are grown weary of their own Hap- 
pineſs by Uſe, and have forgotten what Terrour there was once 
in the Fears of the contrary Unhappineſs. But this may more 
plainly appear from what will offer it ſelf upon the third Parti- 
cular, under which J propos'd, 4 

3. To conſuler how far this Happineſs is attained, and ſe- 
cared by the preſent National Kſtabliſhment. Now here it 
mult bz acknow!edg'd that this World was never deſign'd for 
a State of Perfection: Nor can there be any Form of Govern- 
gent contriv'd an manag'd by fallidle Meng, which will not 


be 
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11 
be liable to Inconveniences. But certainly it may be ſaid, that 

the Ends of Government will hardly ever be anſwer'd un- 
der any, it they be not under that Excellent Form, and Excel- 
lent Eſtabliſhment we can at preſent boaſt of. It is certain there 
might be Liberty and Property under Abſolute Monarchs, 
were they all as good Angels, or as God himſelf; but we know 
from his Prophet, that it is not likely there ſhould be either, 
where they are once eftabliſh'd. On the contrary, by the par- 
ticular Mercy of God, or Conſtitution is fo fram'd, that we 
enjoy all the Liberty that is conſiſtent with good Government, 
without lying at the Mercy of any one Perion. By the fame 


good Providence we can much more Jultly call our PoſleſFions, 


and our Labours our own, than they can who are liable to the 
Invaſion of an Abſolute Monarch, whenfoever He pleaſeth 
Again, Ir is poſſible that we might have a F reedom of Religi- 
on under a Popiſh Government, and a Popiſh. Direction; bur 
hope I may ſay, it is for ever certain to us all under an Admi- 
niltration entirely Proteſtant. Some indeed ſeem to think our 
Liberties moſt fate, our Properties moſt ſecure, nay, our ve 
Religion belt guarded, under Arbitrary Power, and Popi 

Faith. But it is wondertul to others how they can unite to- 
gether ſuch disjointed, ſuch irreconcileable Things: And it is 
to be hop'd that Common Senfe is not ſo wholly loſt amongſt 
us, as that any ſuch Fallacies can be put upon our Underſtand- 
ings as may make us undervalue our unparallel'd Happinefs. 
Theſe Bleflings are made more diffuſive, and laſting, by an 
Union of two Kingdoms, whoſe Separate Intereſts usd to 
portend Publick Calamity ; and all render'd yer more ſecure to 
our ſelves, and our lateſt Poſterity, by Eſtabtithing the Succet- 
ſion in the Proteſtant Line; without which it is too probable 
that all that we have been hitherto labouring, at great ex- 
penſe of Mony and Blood, would be of no importance to ſus 
ceeding Generations. So that this great Iſland is Oue King- 
dom, goverid after the moſt deſirable manner, and the leaſt 
liable to great Evils : True Liberty flouriſhes ; Property is fe- 
curely poſſeſꝰ'd; and all enjoy the freedom of Worſhipping 
God as their Conſciences direct; and a Proſſ ect of a Long, 
Enjoyment of all theſe” Happineſſes is afforded us by the diſtant 
View of ſucceeding Princes, who, we may hope, will learn 
trom the preſent Example to account it their chick Glory to pre- 
ſerve cheſs Bleflings ; and their own greateſt H«ppinels to make 
their People Happy, And need I tell you to what it is thar 


we 
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we owe theſe ſingular and invaluable Happineſles ? It is not 
roo plain to need any Proof that we owe them all entirely to 
the late Revolution, and thoſe Principles upon which it was 
founded 2 Without which Abſolute Power had been by this 
time firmly ſettled, and ſecur'd by force of Arms; and that 
Popiſh Pretender, whom we all now profeſs to deteſt, and ab- 
jure, been the Eſtabliſh Monarch of this Kingdom; without 
which it had been impoſſible for us to have known the Bleſſings 
of the preſent Reign, or to have hop'd for any ſucceding ones 
under the Proteſtant Line: In one word, without which our 
Liberties, and | Properties, had long ago been nothing but 
Words; and our Religion nothing but Paſſive Obedience. 
Could one think it poſſible for any to be inſenſible of our pre- 
ſent Happy Eſtate ; or of the U;happinels of the contrary ? 
Yet the Notions of ſome amongſt us are too plain to be cover'd, 
and of too great Importance to be overlook'd, which leads me 
to what | propos d in the next place, viz. 


Second iy, To make farther Application of the Hiſtory which inc 


I have juſt now been conſidering, to our ſelves, by ſome Ob- 
ſervations ariſing from the apparent Uncaſineſſes of ſome a- 
mong us. For as the Jews were ungratetul ro the God who 
ruPd them, and ſo inſenſible of the happy Government they 
were under as to deſire a change from tberty and Property 
to Slavery, and Vaſſalage: as under every little Trial of their 
Faith they repented, and regretted that Glorious Revolution 
which freed them from Egyptian Slavery ; reviling their great 
Deliverer, Moſes, and wearying out his Sutceſſors with their 
perpetual Diſcountents, till they brought themſelves to a State 
of Scrvitude again; fo we find amonglt our ſelves but too 
much Ingratirude, too much Inſenſibility, too much deſire of 
Future Slavery, unt too little an Averſion to a Change of the 
Happieſt Eſtabliſhment this Iſland ever yer enjoy'd, into the 
molt unhappy. And that this Complaint may not ſeem a 
groundleſs Imagination, I mult obſerve, 1. That ſuch Schemes 
of Government are publickly and daily propos'd, and main- 
rain'd amongſt us, as are abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Se- 
curity ot the preſent Eſtabliſhment ; and theſe bound upon the 
Conſciences of Men by the pretended Will of God, and the 
Terrors of his Diſpleaſure; and theſe applauded and recom- 
mended by many, who, it 1s to be charitably hop'd, are not 
ſenſible of their Conſequences. The Right ot Primo-geniture 
in the Male Line is ſet up above any other Right, and _ 

the 
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the Happineſs of Thouſands of People unired. This is declar'd 
to be the Voice of God; tho? where it is to be found, I know 
not, unleſs it be in the ſecret W hiſpers ot a Dream. But what 
then muſt become of the Title of our preſent Gracious Queen, 
to whoſe Support all Her good Subjects are now offering their 
Lives and Fortunes? She is in poſſeſſion indeed: bur accor- 


ding to this Scheme there is always a Better Claimer than Her- 


ſelf, For, Can a Woman be a Male Heir; Or, May not any 
Pretender, whether Legitimate, or not ? May not any Neigh- 
bouring Patron of Pretenders, nay, any mad Firſt- born Son 


of Her own Subjects, upon this abſurd Schem, be a better 


Claimer than Herſelf ? For it is poſſible, any ſuch Man that can 
be named may be the Eldeſt Son of the Right Branch even 
from Noah himſelf; but abſolutely impoſſible, that a Woman 
ſhould. Behold at once that Sex for ever cut off from all poſ- 


ſible Claim, to which this Nation muſt own itſelf extremely 


indebted, both for Glory abroad, and Wiſe Adminiſtration ar 
home ! Behold at one ſtroke the Proteſtant Line defeated, and 
ſet aſide ; and the Popiſh Branches recall'd by the modeſt Plea- 
dings of ſome, who, you are defir'd to believe, wifh extremely 
well to their Country. But, left this ſhould be too groſs to be 
eaſily ſwallow'd, 2. We are frequently entertain'd with the 
great Praiſes of an Abſolute Monarch, as the only Legitimate, 
and Jure-Divino Government; the only Form agrceable to the 
Will of God; and aſſured over and over again, that all other 
Forms are not better than Baſtard Governments. Behold again 
our whole Conſtitution abſolutely at one blaſt overthrown ! 
For if ſo, what have we to do, but under pain of God's Di- 
ſpleaſe, to diſſolve all appearances of Parliaments as only En- 
cumbrances, and Checks upon Abſolute Power ? But leſt the 
People ſhould not embrace this with an Implicite Faith, the Pa- 
trons of this Doctrine condeſcend to argue from Publick Good, 


and even to appeal to their Judgment, ſo much ridiculed and 
expos d by them on other 


1ons. We are told therefore 
that Abſolute Monarchy 1s the only Government for our Good, 
nay, the ſtrongeſt Security to our Liberties and Properties; a- 


| E the Judgment even of God himſelf. But who will not eaſi- 


y believe fo plain a Point as tlas, that We of chis Kingdom are 
greater Slaves than the Subjects of France? And that it is our 


uiture greateſt Intereſt to receive with open Arms the mild and gentle 
bove| Government under which They are ſo free, and happy? Thus 
the} do ſome among us, like the Few:, ſolicit Heaver for an Ab- 


{ſolute 
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ſolute Monarchy. But neither will this fo eaſily be ſwallow'd; the 
and therefore, 3. It is publickly taught and inculcated, with be 
great Earneſtneſs, and Repetition, that it had been better for the 
this Nation never to have departed from Abſolute Paſſive Obe- Va 
dlience; and that Non-reſiftance in all Caſes is for the Intereſt of fan 
our ſelves, and Poſterity after us: Tho! it be to Reſiſtance juſt- go 
ly calbd for, and prudently manag'd, that we owe our preſent an 
Queen, and the Hopes of a good Succeſſion ; our free Parlia- led 
ments, our Liberties, our Properties, and the ſecure Profeſſion wh 
of our Religion. I defire therefore to know what this is but to lut 
tell us plainlv, that it had been for our Intereſt to have per-] © 
mitted a late Ring to have overturn'd our whole Conſtitution ; Ef 
to have imnos'd upon us a Pretended Son; to have wanted the a! 
Bleſſings of the preſent Reign, and the Hopes of any future | Mt 
Security; and to have been, even to this Day, under the ſway| is 
of that Pretender who hath now allarm'd us? And what is} Or 
this but to tell us, at this ſeaſonable juncture, that it is for our} _ 
Intereſt to recal, and ſubmit to him, returning with penitent | 4s 
Hearts to that happy State, in which we ſhould have been, | tio 
had Nox-Reſiſtance been entirely practis d. Others, who will not} AV 
go ſo far as this, yet joyn in blackening that Reſiſtance, and that th 
Revolution, on which our preſent Eftabliſhment is founded. | Fe 
Nay , If they deteſt the Invaſion threarned by a Pretended Pa 
Pyince, they think they cannot ſufficiently do it, unleſs at the fame 
time they deteſt that Reſiſtance, without which the Invader] h 
hid now actually been upon the Throne; and boaſt of their | W. 
conſtant Adherence to fuch Doctrines as condemn the late pe 
Glorioas Revolution, and naturally tend to ſhake the hearty all 
Affection of Men towards an Eſtabliſhment, founded, accor- ac 
ding to them, upon what was perfectly diſpleaſing to Almigh-| ha 
ry God. It is with reluctance that I ſpeak after this manner: IW. 
But why ſhould ſich Perſons take ir amiſs, if others equally hs 
deteſt thoſe Doctrines, the Practice of which would unavoi-1Mm 
dably have excluded our Excellent Queen, and the whole Prote- W 
ſtant Line; and eſtabliſh'd that very Pretender upon the] ft: 
Throne, whoſe Attempt is now deteſted ? Doth not our Queen] fe 
herſelf place her Security in the Cauſe of Liberty which Shejfh 
maintains? And doth not She profeſs that Her chief Depen- |: 
dence muſt be upon thoſe who have, upon all Occaſions, ex- ar 
preſs d their Zeal for the ſupport of the late Revolution? Andi m 
ſhall we tell Her that She is not ſafe, if the Revolution, which in 
aved Her, can be defended; or that Subjects are not Dutiful, if la 
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they be not Slaves? Whereas the 
be ſecure, unleſs the Revolution be a good Foundation; and 
the Duty of Subjects is ſomething vaſtly different from the 
Vaſſalage of Slaves; and their Liberty at once the Ornament 


* 


and Support of the Britiſp Crown. Pardon me if Rel pet for fo 
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ROM Eſtabliſhment cannor 


good a Queen, and Concern tor ſo Excellent an Eſtabliſhment, 
and Regard for the Happineſs of our ſelves and Poſterity, have 
led me to expreſs ſome Zeal againſt Principles and Doctrines 
which have of late been as warmely eſpouſed, as it the Revo- 
lution had in it's Confequences prov'd the greateſt Misfortune 
to the Nation, and it were now high time to get rid of all the 
Effets of it yet remaining, by ſubmitting to the Pretenſions of 
a Nominal Prince ſupported by a Monarch, who ſcems not 
much to delight in any other Obedience of Subjects but hat 
is Paſſive, and groans under the Burthen either of his Glory, 
or his Cruelty. | Wit 
I have now laid before you ſome Obſervations, reſpecting 
as well the preſent Happineſs we enjoy, as the unhappy No- 
tions of ſome amongſt us. Almighty God thought it a good 
Argument againſt Abſolute Monarchy, to ſhew the Iſraelites 
the Unhappineſs and Servitude of Subjects introduc'd by that 
Form of Government: In imitation of ſo unexceptionable a 
Pattern, we can do no: leſs than proteſt folemnly to. perſons 
like-minded, and ſhew them the manner of the King they would 
have to Reign over them, and the manner of the Kingdom they 
would gladly ſee eftabliſh'd amongſt us: And this I thought 
peculiarly agreeable to this time, when the Nation hath been 
allarm'd by the Pretenſes of One, whoſe Succels muſt have been 
accompanied with Abſolute Power, and the Ruin of the preſent 
happy Eſtabliſhment ; but whoſe Attempt hath by this time, 
we bo ſafficiently convinced Him of it's own Weaknefs. Our 
happy Eſtate therefore I have ſet be fore your Eycs, that you 
may the better judge of the Unhappineſſes of the contyary, 
which I have likewiſe ſhewn as I paſs'd. But without theſe aſſi- 
ſtances you may eaſily imagine to your ſelves the bleſſed EE 
fects of French Inſtructions, and French Force, and a Popiſh Faith, 
ſhould any Future Attempe prove more ſucceſsful to this Pre- 
tender: and judge from former Precedents how exactly He will 
anſwer all his Obligations 3 how-fincerely He will promiſe to 
maintain the Church of England, as by Law Eſtabli 'd,mean- 
ing the Popiſh Church eſtahliſh'd in former Days; how invio- 
lably He will preſerve your Laws by diſſenſing with hom : 
8 OW 
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how ſtrenuouſly He will maintain your Properties by efteems 
ing and uling them as his own ; how Glorious He will make 
the Union by enlarging it to the Gallican Church, and States 
and how indulgent He will be to tender Conſciences by alow: 
ing them the Liberty of chuſing exquiſite Torments, or the 
Profeſſion of his own Religion. Let Men conſider whethe 
this be not the very State they are to expect under Him, and 
then voluntarily chuſe it if they can. 

This is a Subject of great, and univerſal Importance; and, 
if it be needful to add any Apology, let it be remembred that 
it is foreign to no Man's Office, upon all juſt Occaſions, to in- 
culcate fuch Doctrines as promote the Happineſs of Humans 
Society; and particularly not foreign to ours, to conſider a 
Subject to which Almighty God, by his Prophet, fo plainly 
leads our Thoughts. But, to conclude, whatever Influence 
the Conſiderations I have urg'd may have upon ſome Minds, 
J hope they may at leaſt animate ſuch as are well-diſpos'd al- 
ready to follow the noble Example of our Firſt Britzſh Par- 
lament, in their Approbation of the late Revolution ; their 
Zeal for her preſent Majelty ; their Concern to ſupport the juſt 
Title of Herſelf, and Her Proteſtant Succeſſors; and their 
Reſolution to do all in their Power to maintain the Happi- 
neſſes we enjoy, and to convey them down unviolated to our 


Poſterity after us. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THe Meaſures of Submiſſion, to the Civil Magiſtrate con- 
{ider'd, in a defence of the Doctrine deliver'd in a Sermon 
Preach'd before the Lord-Mayor, &c. Septemb. 29. 1705. The 
34 Edition. Wet: 


